Text: Building Skills in English 11-14

7

Local newspapers are full of local news, aimed

You are learning: at local readers. They don‘t usually include the

® how newspaper stories are chosen to suit national news - politics, international affairs, major
their readers and how different newspapers sporting events — unless they have something to do
tell the same stories in different ways. with the area in which the local newspaper is sold.

1 " Which do you think these headlines might have been taken
from - local or national newspapers?

Ice rink to re-open before Christmas Ten new jobs at biscuit factory

More Britons buying holiday
homes abroad than ever before

Thousands of bank notes
could be forgeries

Community police officer retires
after thirty years’ service

2 Choose four of these headlines — two from a local newspaper
and two from a national newspaper. Write an explanation of
how you decided which kind of newspaper they were from.

Here are the headlines
and opening paragraphs

of two articles from two Welcome to Modbury. Just don’t ask for a plastic bag
national newspapers. T . A .
They tell the same story odbury 1s the quintessential small West Country town. Set in a hollow among

rolling Devon hills just a few miles from the sea, it has 760 households. a high

but are written in NIERY: street, three churches, a primary school, several pubs, two takeaways, a surgery, a

different ways. Answer small supermarket and 40 or so small shops.
the questions.to explore Not much happens in Modbury. Some say the last time the peace was disturbed
the differences and how was in 1643 when Roundheads and Cavaliers fought in its streets. But a revolution
the newspapers aim for of another kind will take place on Monday. At 8 a.m. it will become the first plastic
different audiences. bag-free town in Europe.
Guardian
38

TOWN AXES PLASTIC BAGS

A MARKET town is banning all plastic bags from tomorrow. In a
trailblazing move shoppers in Modbury, Devon, will be provided with
biodegradable cornstarch bags, recyclable paper bags or reusable cotton and jute
bags. The scheme — believed to be the first of its kind in Europe — is being joined
by all the town’s 43 traders — from family shops to the local supermarket.

gxplanations

typical, a
perfect example
decomposes
ond rots over fime, so less
harmful to the environment

Daily Mirror

Write a summary of this story in one sentence.

Look again at the first paragraph of each of the two articles:
a Which one contains more information?

b What kind of information does each one give?

¢ What do you notice about the length of the paragraphs?

When do the two articles tell the reader the main point of the story?

The Mirror describes Modbury as ‘a market town’. The Guardian
describes it as ‘the quintessential small West Country town’. What do
you notice about the two newspapers’ choice of language?

Compare the two articles’ headlines. Would you describe their
language as formal or informal? Which uses more emotive or
dramatic language?

Write two or three sentences summing up the differences between
these two articles.

What kind of readers do you think these two newspapers are trying
to appeal to?

sentence types

There are four different sentence types:

- Statement: a sentence that states a fact or an opinion and is either true or false.

It ends with a full stop, for example, ‘I like cheese.’ or *Three plus four makes seven.’
Question: a sentence that asks for a response. It ends with a question mark
for example, ‘Are you ready yet?’ '

‘Command: a sentence that gives an 1nstruct10n or makes a request. It can end W]th

a full stop or an exclamation mark, for example ‘Sit down!’ or ‘Boil for ten minutes.’
Exclamation: a sentence used to express a strong feehng It always ends w1th an

.exciamatlon mark, for example ‘Oh my goodnessl' ‘or 'Ouch!’

What kmd of sentences are these?

¢ You should only cross the road at a zebra crossing. s Do you always do that?
» Can you be sure that a driver has seen you? + Be safe!
e Drivers never pay enough attention to pedestrians. e [diots!




